
Title: Rich Towards God 

Passage: Luke 12:13-21 

Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 

But God said to him, Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 

will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 

Recap 
Call of Discipleship - involves: 

1) call to salvation in Christ 

2) call to prioritize Christ in all things 

 

Key relation to discipleship: our finances 
- reflects the depth/quality of Christ's call of discipleship on your life. 

Matthew 6:24 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

- of the 38 parables Jesus told, one-third of them concerned our money and how we use it (overall, about one-

fifth of Jesus' teachings concerned our money and how we use it) 

- why so much?  Our attitude and perspective towards money can either be greatest blessings or greatest barriers 

to your relationship with God. 

Matthew 19:20-22 (money as barrier) 

The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be 

perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

Matthew 19:23-26 (God can always still save despite bondage of money on a life) 

And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter 

the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be 

saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

Luke 19:8-10 (fruit of genuine disciple) 

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

Overview:  
I. Problem 

II. Principle 

III. Parable 

IV. Punchline 

 

I. Problem 
Luke 12:13 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

 

Context of Passage: Jesus was describing about the kind of discipleship He was calling people to 

Luke 12:4-5 

“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do. 

But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell 

you, fear him! 

Luke 12:11-12 



And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how 

you should defend yourself or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what 

you ought to say.” 

 

II. Principle 
Luke 12:14-15 

But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and 

be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

 

A. Word of Warning 
"Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness" 

- Take care = Beware = Watch out! 

- Jesus talked directly to deceit/temptation of riches 

- Your life is not about how much stuff you can get.  That is a lie! 

1 Timothy 6:9-10 

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that 

plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 

craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

- note: it is not money itself that is evil but rather the love of money, one's attitude towards one's riches that is 

the issue. 

 

B. Word of Wisdom 
"for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions" 

- Covetousness = idolatry  

Matthew 13:22 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 

deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

 

III. Parable 
Luke 12:16-20 

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, 

What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 

and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, Fool! This night 

your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 

 

Fool  

- this person did not see beyond himself nor this world 

- the person gave no indication of care or focus of others or even what is beyond this world. 

Psalms 14:1 (only other place where God has called someone a fool) 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none who does good. 

Romans 14:12 

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

IV. Punchline 
Luke 12:21 

So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 

Rich toward God 

- using our earthly riches to reflect the value we place on God - His values and His righteousness 



- opposite of laying up earthly treasure for yourself, opposite of acting as if life is about abundance of 

possession 

John 17:3 

And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom  

Matthew 6:19-21 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Matthew 6:24 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

Luke 16:14 (contrasting response) 

The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 

 

Application: Ask and Give 
- ask: deals with our hearts 

- give: deals with our hands 

 

A. Ask 
1) ask God to be set free from love of money, decietfulness of riches 

Psalms 119:36 

Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 

 

2) ask God to reveal to you the supreme value of Jesus over all earthly things 

Philippians 3:8 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 

- see what God has done through the cross 

John 12:32 

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 

 

3) ask God for grace to trust His promises that every need will be met. 

Philippians 4:19 

And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

- He will meet every need (not every want) 

 

B. Give 
Luke 6:38 

give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 

your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you. 

 

"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose." (Jim Elliott) 

 

"If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him." (C.T. 

Studd) 

 

 


